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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
 
Music must be a part of the life of any fully educated person.  It is truly a universal language.  Music communicates our common human experience, 
love, fulfillment, fear, joy, and sadness.  Through music we can also share and appreciate our rich and varied cultural backgrounds. 
 
Instrumental Music is not only an excellent vehicle with which to learn about music, but also to learn about oneself.  The instrumental student is 
constantly challenged to perfect his skills.  Moreover, in the process of becoming a valuable member of a performing group, the student develops a 
sense of self-esteem, self-confidence, and self-discipline. 
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are 
administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter 
courses and semester courses.  
 
The Parsippany Band Program has the further value of providing these educational advantages to large numbers of children.  In addition, the large 
enrollment provides the opportunity for each student to participate in a band suitable to his/her interest and ability level.  The performing groups 
not only provide musical education for those who participate, but also through their high quality performances provide live musical experiences that 
are enjoyed and appreciated by their peers. 
 
This current Course of Study Revision will also show correlation to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom 
and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
The instrumental music teachers of Parsippany-Troy Hills School District recognize the richness of the cultural diversity in our school community.  It 
is necessary, therefore, to include compositions influenced by various world cultures as well as American music in order to facilitate the well-rounded 
musical education that the district hopes to provide to its students. 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
 
  



MUS715  WIND ENSEMBLE GRADES 10-12 

GENERAL GOALS 

 
 
The students will: 
 

                               2009 NJCCCS 1.1-1.4 
 

       1.         develop appropriate performance skills through daily band rehearsal and weekly    1.3 
 small group lessons. 
 
2. develop aesthetic awareness of our cultural heritage through performance of music   1.1, 1.3 
 from a variety of historical periods. 
 
3. evaluate and interpret musical selections both orally and in writing, using appropriate   1.4 
 terminology. 
 
4. demonstrate originality, technical skills and artistic expression in the creation, production  1.2 
 and performance of music. 
 
5. develop design skills for planning the form of music.       1.1 
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WIND ENSEMBLE OVERVIEW 

 
 
The Wind Ensemble rehearses daily in a group environment.  The class period is comprised of warm-up exercises, tuning, and performing music of 
varied composers, styles, time periods, and moods.  The material selected is of the appropriate level of difficulty for technical development.  Usually 
the selections are in the range of 2-4 (medium easy – medium difficult).  Our selections are chosen to challenge the musical ability of our student 
performers. 
 
The members of the Wind Ensemble also have weekly sectional group lessons.  These sections are the backbone of the instrumental music program.  
This is where the elements of music are discussed, reviewed, and performed to assist the outcomes of daily band rehearsals. 
 
The sectional lesson groups also enhance the students’ need for individual attention and opportunity for soloistic development.  Many of our students 
audition for ensembles and performing groups outside of the district; and are constantly encouraged to do so with the band director’s guidance and 
assistance. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 

 

 

Attendance and progress at weekly group lessons                                                                              30% 

                        

Assessment (Tests, Quizzes, SmartMusic Assignments and Projects)                                              20% 

                        
  Performance, attendance and participation in daily rehearsals and all  

                          Concert  performances                                                                                                                              50% 
 
 
 

 

Marking Period Grade Totals = 88% of Final Full Year Grade 
End of Year Final Exam = 12% of Final Full Year Grade 

 
 

Final Grade – Full Year Course 

Full Year Course 
• Each marking period shall count as 

20% of the final grade (80% total).  

The midterm assessment will count as 10% of 
the final grade, and the final assessment will 
count as 10% of the final grade.  
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OUTLINE OF CONTENT AREA 

 
The elements of music listed are the foundation of all music.  Terminology, notation, dynamics, etc., have been intact for almost 400 years.  The time 
periods, styles, and rhythms change minutely; but must be presented as the opportunity presents itself.  We employ all of these elements daily and 
work to perfect them as often as possible. 
 
 
I. RHYTHM 
          Show a musical understanding of note and rest values appropriate to selected literature. 

 
II. MUSICIANSHIP 

A.    Demonstrate: 
                 1.    proper posture, seating, and playing position 
                 2.    breathing, phrasing, tone balance and blend tuning and intonation skills 

 
III. DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and TEMPO 

A.    Demonstrate various volumes associated with selected literature: 
Crescendo  

 
     

 
           Decrescendo 
 

 

           B. 
1. staccato slurred legato 
2. accent 
3. fp, sfz, etc. 

           C.    moderato, allegro, andante presto, largo and others 
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OUTLINE OF CONTENT AREA (continued) 

IV. NOTATION and TERMINOLOGY 
A. through the use of emusictheory.com, demonstrate and understanding of: 

1. repeat markings, rests, D.C.& D.S., accidentals, 1st and 2nd endings, meter, endings, syncopations, and others as deemed by selected 
literature 

2. musical styles and form 
 
V. KEY SIGNATURE, TIME SIGNATURE, SCALES, and INTERVALS 

A. demonstrate the use of proper: 
1. key signatures, major and chromatic scales in concert Bb, Eb, F, Ab, C, G, Db, and others as per selected literature 

                   2.   times signatures – 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, C, 6/8 Cut-Time (2/2) and others per selected literature 
 

VI. CARE and MAINTENANCE 
A. demonstrate proper care and maintenance of musical instruments: 

1. reed instruments – cork, reed, swab, reed, ligature, etc. 
2. brass instruments – valve oil, slide cream, slide grease 
3. percussion instrument – proper stick and mallet selection for instrument being played 
4. proper assembly and use of instrument case and placement in storage areas 
 

 
  



MUS715  WIND ENSEMBLE GRADES 10-12 

PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
Course: MUS715 Title:  WIND ENSEMBLE/GRADES 10-12 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 

1. show a desire to perform on a band instrument. 
2. understand various note values. 
3. understand various rest values. 
4. understand various key signatures. 
5. understand various time signatures. 
6. perform various concert scales. 
7. perform various concert chromatic scales. 
8. understand pitch relationships. 
9. understand note notation(s). 
10. understand rest notation(s). 
11. understand parallel motion. 
12. understand contrary motion. 
13. understand oblique motion. 
14. understand and display various intervals. 
15. perform whole notes and whole rests. 
16. perform dotted half notes and 3 beat rests. 
17. perform half notes and half rests. 
18. perform dotted quarter notes and comparable rest values. 
19. perform quarter notes and quarter rests. 
20. perform 1/8th  notes and eighth rests 
21. perform triplets equal to 1 beat. 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 
 

22. perform sixteenths equal to 1 beat. 
23. perform 1/8th  and 2/16ths equal to 1 beat. 
24. perform 2/16th’s and one 1/8th  equal to 1 beat. 
25. perform 1/16th  – 1/8th  – 1/16th  equal to 1 beat. 
26. perform dotted 1/8th  and 1/16th equal to 1 beat. 
27. perform 1/16th  and a dotted 1/8th  equal to 1 beat. 
28. display care and safety of school owned instruments. 
29. demonstrate proper care and maintenance of their instrument. 
30. understand the difference between treble and bass clef. 
31. perform in treble or bass clef depending on their instrument. 
32. use correct posture. 
33. use correct hand position. 
34. use correct embouchure. 
35. use correct breathing techniques. 
36. understand and perform in various tempos. 
37. demonstrate and perform with various dynamics. 
38. demonstrate and use correct terminology as deemed. 
39. understand and demonstrate < and >, crescendo and decrescendo. 
40. understand and demonstrate < accents. 
41. will understand and demonstrate staccato. 
42. understand and demonstrate repeat markings. 
43. understand and demonstrate a proper method of keeping time. 
44. understand the value of daily home practice. 
45. participate during all scheduled music events pertaining to his particular ensemble. 
46. perform with good tone quality when at all possible. 
47. perform with good intonation and display an awareness of intonation.  
48. perform and demonstrate good phrasing habits. 
49. demonstrate and awareness for balance and blending with an ensemble. 
50. perform music, which has been selected by the Band Director. 

  



MUS715  WIND ENSEMBLE GRADES 10-12 

 
I. RHYTHM 

II. MUSICIANSHIP 
III. DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and TEMPO 
 

Essential Question(s): How would knowledge of rhythm, musicianship, and use of dynamics, articulation and tempo show your overall 
understanding of written musical literature?  

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Music proficiencies shown in note duration, dynamics, breathing, tempo, phrasing, tone, balance and blend will 
result in an excellent music performance product. 

 
RHYTHM • MUSICIANSHIP • DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and TEMPO 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

I. RHYTHM 
show a musical understanding 
of note and rest values 
appropriate to selected 
literature. 

 
1.1.12.B.1 
1.1.12.B.3 

 
8.1.12.A.3 

• perform various rhythms in 
daily warm-ups. 

• generate a short warm-up 
activity. 

• use of SmartMusic rhythmic 
exercises. 

Teacher observation and 
correction 

 

II. MUSICIANSHIP 
demonstrate: 
1. proper posture, seating, 

and playing position. 
2. breathing, phrasing, tone 

balance and blend, 
tuning, and intonation 
skills. 

 

 
 
1.1.12.B.3 
1.3.12.B.3 

 • participate in the following: 
tone development exercises, 
long tone exercise, lip slurs, 
listening, student/teacher 
demonstrations, use of 
tuning devices. 
 
 

Teacher evaluation and 
correction 
 
Audio tape/CD will be used 
for feedback and 
reinforcement of both 
correct and incorrect 
rhythms 
 
Visual reinforcement 
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RHYTHM • MUSICIANSHIP • DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and TEMPO 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 

Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

III. DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION 
AND TEMPO 
A.   demonstrate various  
       volumes 
       associated with selected  
       literature: 
 
Crescendo  

     
 
                       Decrescendo 
 

 
 

B. 
1. staccato slurred legato. 
2. accent. 
3. fp, sfz, etc. 

 
C. moderato, allegro, andante 

           presto, largo and others. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1.1.12.B.1 
1.1.12.B.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.12.B.1 
 
 
 
 
1.3.12.B.3 

 
 
8.1.12.A.3 

•    performance of various 
levels of volume during 
warm-up activities and 
rehearsals. 

• use of SmartMusic dynamic, 
articulation and tempo 
exercises. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•    perform various types of 

articulation during warm-up 
activities in daily band 
rehearsals of lesson groups. 

•    generate an example to be 
used. 

•    participate in various speed 
exercises to develop control 
and proficiency. 

Listening 
 
Student/teacher feedback 
 
Audio tape/CD 
 
SmartMusic assessment 
sheets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher evaluation and 
correction 
 
Audio tape/CD will be used 
for feedback and 
reinforcement of both 
correct and incorrect forms 
of articulation 
 
Students will perform 
musical selections at various 
speeds 
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IV. NOTATION AND TERMINOLOGY 
V. KEY SIGNATURES, TIME SIGNATURES, SCALES and INTERVALS 

 
Essential Question(s):  How does knowledge of the theoretical music elements support a great “At Level” music performance? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

An understanding and demonstration of correct notation, key and time signature use, and accurate playing of 
scales and intervals all add up to great musical performances. 

 
NOTATION AND TERMINOLOGY • KEY SIGNATURES, TIME SIGNATURES, SCALES and INTERVALS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

IV. NOTATION and 
TERMINOLOGY 

             through the use of  
             emusictheory.com,  
             demonstrate 
             an understanding of: 

1. repeat markings, rests, 
D.C.& D.S., accidentals, 
1st and 2nd endings, 
meter, endings, 
syncopations and others 
as deemed by selected 
literature. 

2. musical styles and form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.12.B.2 

 
 
 
 
 
8.1.12.A.3 

• discuss and review online 
worksheets during group 
lessons and band 
rehearsals. 

• establish a vocabulary list in 
student’s work folder. 

• listen to various CD’s of 
overture, march, jazz, etc. 

 

Vocabulary/terminology quiz 
from online worksheet  
 
Proper performance of 
literature with appropriate 
notation and terminology 
demonstrated 
 
Student critique of selection, 
both orally and written, using 
correct terminology 
 

emusictheory.com 



MUS715  WIND ENSEMBLE GRADES 10-12 

NOTATION AND TERMINOLOGY • KEY SIGNATURES, TIME SIGNATURES, SCALES and INTERVALS 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 

Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   
V. KEY SIGNATURE, TIME 

SIGNATURE, SCALES, and 
INTERVALS 

    demonstrate the use of  
    proper:  

1. key signatures, major 
and chromatic scales in 
concert Bb, Eb, F, Ab, C, 
G, Db, and others as per 
selected literature. 

2. time signatures – 2/4, 
3/4, 4/4, C, 6/8, Cut-Time 
and others as per 
selected literature. 

 
 
 
1.1.12.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.12.B.1 
1.1.12.B.2 
1.3.12.B.2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
8.1.12.A.3 

• daily warm-up activities 
including scales and other 
tone center developments. 

• various rhythm exercises in 
many time centers. 

• use of SmartMusic rhythmic 
exercises 

 
 

Teacher evaluation through 
listening 
 
Student and teacher 
demonstrations 
 
Student will play several 
sections in various time 
signatures 
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VI. INSTRUMENT CARE and MAINTENANCE 
Essential Question(s):  Why is it important to keep your musical instrument in top playing condition? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

A well-maintained, clean, well lubricated instrument is always easier to play because it has no restrictions on its 
use. 

 
CARE AND MAINTENANCE 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

VI. CARE and MAINTENANCE 
    demonstrate  proper care 
and 
    maintenance of musical 
    instruments: 

1. reed instruments – cork, 
grease, swab, reed, 
ligature, etc. 

2. brass instruments – valve 
oil, slide cream, slide 
grease. 

3. percussion instrument - 
proper stick and mallet 
selection for instrument 
being played. 

4. proper assembly, 
disassembly and use of 
instrument case and 
placement in storage 
areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
8.1.12.A.3 

• teacher will discuss and 
demonstrate proper care 
and maintenance techniques 
during band rehearsal and 
lessons. 

• student/teacher will 
demonstrate how to:  oil 
valves, grease slides, bathe 
instruments, grease corks, 
swab-clean instruments, 
tune drums, change drum 
heads, etc. 

• use Internet to explore D.I.Y. 
for instrument maintenance 
and repair. 

Teacher observation and 
monitoring of student 
performing tasks 
 
Annual teacher review of 
school owned instruments 
for repair and replacement 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
MATERIALS/TEXTBOOKS 
Treasury of Scales or other band ensemble method book 
Band music appropriate to the individual groups (Graded levels 2-4) 
Method books for individual instruments, i.e., Breeze Easy, Alfred, The Student Series, Rubank, Alyn Heim Method, etc.  
Solos, duets and ensembles appropriate for the students’ level of achievement. 
 
RESOURCES 
The Instrumentalist, Music Educators  Journal, Le Blanc Bell and other periodicals. 
Numerous band resource books and manuals on: brass, woodwind and percussion technique, warm-up and tuning builders, etc. 
Band and small ensemble repertoire catalogs and reviews. 
Other local band director’s evaluations and suggestions. 
NJ Music Educators Association Annual Convention in February and other music conventions or conferences. 

 
AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIAL 
Various media center CD’s listening examples 
Demo cassette and CD’s from publishers and composers 
Individual student examples  
Videotaping from performances/competitions 
VCR tapes on variety of band related topics 
 
SOFTWARE 
SmartMusic 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
Band festival, performances and competitions where applicable as both observers and performers. 
Exchange concert with other high schools 
 
Guest Conductors, performers, soloists, or ensemble soloists. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (continued) 
 
WEBSITES 

emusictheory.com 
American Bandmasters Assoc.:     http://americanbandmasters.org/ 
American School Band Directors Assoc.:     http://www.asbda.com/ 

http://www.banddirector.com/ 
Band Quest:         http://www.composersforum.org/program/bandquest 
Band World Magazine:       http://bandworld.org/ 
Concert Band Literature:       http://www.und.nodak.edu/instruct/knorman/521/bandlit.html 
The Dallas Wind Symphony:       www.dws.org 
The Eastman Wind Ensemble:      http://www.rochester.edu/Eastman/EWE/ 
Free Online Metronome:       www.motronmeonline.com 
Habits of a Successful Band Director:     http://habitsofsuccess.com/ 

http://www.theconcertband.com/ 
Information on secondary school concert and wind bands  http://www.theconcertband.com/ 
Instrumentalist Magazine:       http://www.instrumentalistmagazine.com/index.html 
Music practice Software      www.smartmusic.com 
National Band Assoc.:       http://www.nationalbandassociation.org/ 
New Jersey Music Educators Assoc.      www.NJMEA.COM 
North Jersey Region I:       www.njsma.com 
Online resource and forum for band directors   http://www.banddirector.com/ 
Resources for Music Educators:      http://www.hickorytech.net/~cshirk/k-12music 
Teaching Music through Performance in Band:    http://www.teachingmusic.org/tmtp_band.cfm 
US Army Bands Masterclass:       http://bands.army.mil/masterclass/default.asp 
The USMC Band:        http://www.marineband.usmc.mil/ 
Vic Firth Percussion:        http://www.vicfirth.com/education/ 
The Wind Repertoire:        http://www.windrep.org/Main_Page 

www.smartmusic.com 
Woodwind fingering charts:       http://www.wfg.woodwind.org/ 
World Assoc. for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles:    www.wasbe.org 
  

http://www.banddirector.com/
http://bandworld.org/
http://www.theconcertband.com/
http://www.banddirector.com/
http://www.smartmusic.com/
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (continued) 
 
iPAD APPS 
forScore: Music and Score Reader 
Instruments: fingering charts for all instruments 
n-Track Tuner: digital tuner 
SkyPaw Metronome 
TOMSOFT Music Dictionary 
SmartMusic Inbox 
Karajan ProMusic & Ear Trainer 
Practific Music Practice Assistant 
CHARRON Intonation 
CHARRON Articulations 
iStrobSoft HD Tuner 
Total Sheet 
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APPENDICES 
 
 
 
The following appendices (A-D) represent standards, indicators and rubrics used in the development of this course of study.  The New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards for Visual and Performing Arts express the skills which are at the heart of this course of study.  Cumulative Progress Indicators, 
as well as the assorted rubrics attached help us to assess each student’s music performance, both in an individual and ensemble setting.  Appendices 
A and B illustrate sample rubrics for the evaluation of student performance.  These suggested rubrics may be used at the teacher’s discretion. 
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APPENDIX A MUSICAL ENSEMBLE SCORING GUIDE 
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APPENDIX A 
MUSICAL ENSEMBLE SCORING GUIDE 

PREPARED MUSICAL SELECTION 
 

NAME:     _________________       DATE:          ENSEMBLE:     ___ 
 
MUSICAL SELECTION      ________________________       TYPE: Student/Teacher  (circle) 
    

 OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

1 

NO 
PROFICIENCY 

0 
INTONATION 
 

    

RHYTHM 
 

    

BLEND 
 

    

TONE 
 

    

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 

3 – OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY Almost always exhibits control within the ensemble 

2 – CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY      Frequently exhibits control within the ensemble 

1 – MINIMAL PROFICIENCY   Occasionally exhibits control within the ensemble 

0 – NO PROFICIENCY   Never exhibits control within the ensemble 

ASSESSMENT SCORE  _ /15  



MUS715  WIND ENSEMBLE GRADES 10-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           APPENDIX B    INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 
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APPENDIX B 
INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE SCORING GUIDE 

PREPARED MUSICAL SELECTION 
 

NAME:     _________________       DATE:          INSTRUMENT:     ___ 
 
MUSICAL SELECTION      ________________________       Level:  Wind Ensemble   
    

 OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

3 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

2 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

1 

NO 
PROFICIENCY 

0 
INTONATION 
 

    

RHYTHM 
 

    

TECHNIQUE/EXECUTIVE 
SKILL 

    

TONE 
 

    

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 

3 – OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY Almost always performs with superior musicianship 

2 – CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY      Frequently performs with superior musicianship 

1 – MINIMAL PROFICIENCY   Occasionally performs with superior musicianship 

0 – NO PROFICIENCY   Never performs with superior musicianship 

ASSESSMENT SCORE  _ /15   
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APPENDIX C NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

1 - Visual and Performing Arts 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX D CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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